Neoplastic transformation of the rat visceral yolk sac by polyoma virus.
The transforming activity of polyoma virus was verified in vitro in organ cultures of 12-day old rat visceral yolk sacs and embryos. Organ cultures of 18-day old fetal organs were also included. The transforming capacity of the virus was found to be restricted to the endothelial cells of the rat visceral yolk sac. The neoplastic endothelial cells are readily transplantable and possess the polyoma tumor-specific transplantation antigens (TSTA).